The Birmingham Bobcat Softball Club 2013
Welcome to the Birmingham Bobcats!
Thank you for your interest in the Birmingham Bobcat Softball club. We have a very exciting year ahead and we would be
delighted if you would join us. The following pack includes information about Softball and the Bobcats.
What is Softball?
Softball first started in the late 19th century as an indoor version of baseball. It has changed a lot since then - you will
have noticed the ball is no longer soft. The Bobcats play a version of softball called slow-pitch ‘co-ed’ (male and female
players), which is suitable for all abilities. It is an extremely social sport – team spirit is key. Slow-pitch softball is growing
swiftly in the UK - there are 24 teams in Bristol and 30+ teams in Manchester. The teams are graded due to their
appropriate skill level from A to D and Recreational. The Bobcats are C/D level. Tournaments of all levels are held
outdoor throughout the UK from April to October. Aside from tournaments there are also Leagues, which are held
between local or regional teams. These can be competitive, friendly or both!
Who are the Birmingham Bobcats?
The Birmingham Bobcats Softball Club is a volunteer-led club based in Edgbaston. The club consists of 40+ members of all
ages, nationalities and backgrounds. The Bobcats are the only softball club in the city and are leading the way in the sport
in the West Midlands. The Bobcats were established in 2010 and are increasing in both popularity and membership. In
February 2012 the Bobcats were awarded the British Softball Federation’s President’s Club Award for substantial club
development.
Bobcat website, blog, FaceBook and twitter:
The Bobcats have a strong internet presence. For all the information about the Bobcats in general please visit our
website: http://www.westmidsoftball.com/ For latest training developments visit our facebook page Birmingham Bobcats
Softball Club. And for general & social recaps visit our blog http://birminghambobcats.blogspot.co.uk/
Who runs the Bobcats?
The club is run by a committee of dedicated and enthusiastic volunteers. The 2013 committee include the following:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Jeff Nash, Chair: The Chair is the principal representative and spokesperson of the club and is responsible for the
overall management and strategic direction of the club.
Kate Green, Secretary: The Secretary is responsible for appropriate and accurate documentation of the club.
Debbie Evetts, Treasurer: The Treasurer oversees the accounts and ensures the financial stability of the club.
Sapin Patel, Operations Manager: The Operations Manager is responsible for the general operation of the club
(venues, equipment, coaching etc)
Sheila Nash, Tournament Coordinator: The Tournament Coordinator is responsible for keeping the website upto-date with the planned tournaments, publishes the logistics, and makes sure each tournament has a captain.
Jayne Welsh, Player Representative: The Player Rep is responsible for listening to suggestions and concerns of
the players and discussing possible solutions with the committee and then putting those solutions into action.

Training Sessions
Training sessions are held every Thursday night at Hallfield from April to October, when not in conflict with League games.
(See website for location map). We also hold indoor training sessions in the winter.
League Games
League games are planned for June, July, and September (August will be used for make-up games). The Birmingham
Softball League (BSL), a separate organisation, will organise the game schedule, umpires, logistics, and statistics.

Membership
If you would like to join the Bobcats there is a membership fee. This fee includes training sessions and league games.
Please speak to our treasurer for details.
What equipment do I need?
The club has a few loaners that can be used when trying out the sport, but upon becoming a member, we encourage you
to purchase a starter kit from the club for very reasonable price. Please speak to a committee member for details.
Do I need a uniform?
Not required, but it’s nice to have the basic team t-shirt for league or tournament games. During practice, any
comfortable clothes appropriate for playing are fine. We have an arrangement with an online vendor where you can
purchase either the basic shirt or any other additional items you might like. This gives you full control of size and
additional embellishments you may want (see website for details). Shoes can be trainers or rubber-studded boots.
Who are the Coaches?
The Coaching team is led by the Head Coach, Sapin Patel. The assistant coaches include Meg Gallahan, Pete Burgess, Tad
Ukai, and Jeff Nash.
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What happens at Tournaments?
The Bobcats enter general tournaments every year (see website for the 2013 planner). If you want to attend any of these
tournaments please follow the instructions online to sign-up. Here are a few details:
• To give fair playing time, there is a limit of 14 attending a tournament. We prefer that this be 7 men and 7
women, but the minimum is 5 of each sex.
• Chair – there can be some waiting around so a fold up camping style chair is a good idea.
• Food & Drink – sometimes there are food vans but better to bring you own food and drink.
NOTE: The membership dues do not include the cost of tournaments. The cost is £10 per tournament day.
Who are the Umpires?
We have some trained umpires as members, but the league will provide umpires needed for league games. If you are
interested in becoming an umpire, please see Alex Levine. Umpires usually get paid a nominal fee for each game.
Is there a Softball governing body?
Yes. There is a quango attached to SportEngland called BSUK (Baseball Softball UK). You may meet Will Lintern at training
sessions – he is our Midlands Regional Representative – and also the GB Junior Baseball Coach. A branch of BSUK is BSF
(British Softball Federation). To play with the Bobcats you must sign up for their website - http://www.britishsoftball.org/
This will keep you updated with all the latest news and insure you with BSF.
What happens if anyone is injured?
As you know, the softball is not soft. The club and all members are insured through BSF accreditation. During league
games, the league is responsible for basic first-aid. During practice, the club has a basic first aid kit for use.
Who are the TourCats?
The TourCats were established in 2011 and are a touring team. In 2011 & 2012 the TourCats visited different European
countries for friendly tournaments. It has not been determined yet if there will be a 2013 international trip for the
TourCats. The TourCats are self-funding and must sign waivers, as the Bobcats are not liable.
Social Events
The Bobcats are a very sociable team. In addition to tournaments the club also holds other social events including an End
of Season Awards and a Christmas party. After training each Thursday, some of the Bobcats retreat to a local pub for a
post-training drink and dinner.

